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Persian Customs
1. The aspect of Persian worship that Herodotus finds strange and difficult from the Greeks is how Persians do not believe that the gods have the same nature with men. The Greeks believed gods to have the same nature with men, hence their use of images of gods, temples and altars. Persian worship practices involving sacrifice do not involve the raising of an altar, pouring of libations, playing of flutes, use of consecrated barley-cake or putting on of chaplets. The individual offering the sacrifice is not allowed to pray for blessings only for his own benefit, but is expected to pray for the welfare of others including the King and the Persian people. 
2. Based on the readings, we understand that Greek worship practices generally involve images of the gods, and the use of temples and altars. In addition, Greek worship practices seem to involve accompanying activities such as the raising of the altar, pouring of libation and use of consecrated barley-cake. It indicates that the Greeks did not favor a simplistic worship practice as the Persians appeared to do. The Persians considered the use of temples and altars unnecessary, and the use of images of the gods a folly. On the other hand, the Greeks considered these factors to be highly important in their worship practices. The Greeks offered praises to a large number of gods while the Persians worshipped the gods associated with the sun, moon, winds, earth, water and fire.
3. There are cultural practices that Herodotus finds peculiar and different from the Greek cultural practices. The first cultural practice is the method of naming favored by the Persians. Herodotus observes that the Persians themselves may never have noticed, but that he had conducted enough research to support his observation. The names of Persians all ended with the same letter, the letter called Sigma by the Ionians and San by the Dorians. This is quite peculiar as a cultural practice since it is not common practice in any known group of people both in ancient times and in the modern era. It is strange that the Persians provided names to their people with all the names ending in the same letter. Another peculiarity is how they buried the bodies of the deceased males. The bodies of male Persians were never buried until they had been torn apart by a dog or bird of prey. Herodotus notes that the Persians practiced this custom without any concealment.
4. Herodotus admires how Persians consider it unlawful to discuss anything that is unlawful to do. He explains that children are taught to fight and to always tell the truth. The emphasis on telling of the truth by Persians is something that Herodotus seems to admire. He writes how the Persians considered it the most disgraceful thing in the world to tell a lie. The second thing they found disgraceful was to owe a debt because they considered it a factor that influenced someone to tell a lie. This shows how the Persians disliked the telling of lies, and it is a value that Herodotus admires about them.
